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Introduction  
     A word of practical advice 
to all who read Imperial Hubris ð 
fasten your seatbelt before 
settling into your easy chair. 
This book, written in a superbly 
blunt, direct, no-punches-
pulled fashion, provides a 
lucent, cogent and ultimately 
jarring perspective on 
Americaõs current world war 
against Islamic insurgents ð and 
what that war is all about. If the 

author is correct, we all face a rocky road ahead. 
     The book was penned by òAnonymous,ó a senior US Intelligence 
official who has clocked more than two decades of hands-on experience 
with national security issues in Afghanistan and South Asia. The writer 
spells out his central point:  
Radical Islam is NOT attacking the US because theyõre against our 
freedoms, civil liberties, gender equality and the like. Instead, they are 
attacking us because of specific American and Western policies that 
have long been played out throughout the Muslim world. In short, 
according to Anonymous, organizations like al Qaeda and other radical 
Islamists donõt hate us for what we ARE. Instead, they hate us for what 
they claim we DO to them.  
     As Anonymous sees things, we are in for a long, tough fight against 
Islamic extremists ð but if we start to understand just how our policies 
toward the Muslim world have set them against us, perhaps we can try, 
down the road, to find a way toward accepting each otherõs differences 
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and live, at the very least, in a cold but more or less tolerant peace. On that 
note, Anonymous is far from optimistic ð for reasons soon to be spelled 
out. 
     In his introduction, Anonymous discusses Osama bin Laden, opining 
that the leader of al Qaeda is not truly the way he is depicted by the 
American government and press: as a blathering òhateró of Western 
society. While he makes clear that bin Laden and his ilk do indeed hate 
many aspects of our culture, bin Laden is, in fact, a complex and òpractical 
warrioró who attacks us strictly to destroy our resolve and to bring about 
these long-standing Islamist goals: 

¶ End US support for Israel 

¶ Oversee the destruction of the Jewish state 

¶ Remove US forces from the Arabian peninsula, Iraq, Afghanistan 
and other Muslim nations 

¶ End oppression of Muslims by Russia, India and China 

¶ End US support for oppressive, oil-rich or otherwise corrupt 
Muslim regimes 

¶ End Americaõs grip on Muslim oil and end Western policies that 
enable us to òstealó Muslim oil   wealth at ultra-low prices. 

 
Chapter 1: Hatred thatõs focused and principled. 
According to Anonymous, the US has constantly misinterpreted bin-
Ladenõs clear, concise message. While we in the west muddle through his 
pronouncements, he says what he means, and he means to unleash a 
defensive Jihad (holy war)  that, according to Muslim law, is mandated 
whenever Islam is attacked. And indeed the Muslim world DOES believe it 
is being attacked ð by the west and its surrogates. After all, there are vast 

differences between the two 
òworlds.ó The west, for 
instance, divides church from 
state. To Muslim 
fundamentalists, the church IS 
state. Bin-Ladenõs self-
appointed role is to lead the 

fight against the US with diatribes as well as actions that are purposeful, 
specific and, per Anonymous, spelled out with clarity and reason. This bin-
Laden is no madman; he states his principles and acts on them. It is 
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incumbent upon America and the western world to come to grips with 
this ð to listen to what the man is saying and to act, and to react, 
accordingly and properly. 
 
Chapter 2: Late in Attacking Afghanistan  
     Americans recall September 11, 2001 as a day of unrelenting tragedy. 
To al-Qaeda, however, it is hailed as òVictory Tuesday.ó But September 
11 was NOT bin-Ladenõs first blow against America. Anonymous cites 
numerous occasions on which bin-Laden stated his intention to attack 
America ð expressly to cause great physical and economic damage (one 
need think only of the first attempt to destroy the World Trade Center, 
the bloody bombings of the US embassies in Eastern Africa and the 
attack against the USS Cole). Anonymous condemns Americaõs 
leadership (both the Clinton and second Bush administrations) for 
displaying little but moral cowardice in the face of these blatant threats ð 
and for leaving America and our citizens in harmõs way. 
     He insists that America, in spite of repeated warnings, threats and 
actions, remained totally and fatally unprepared for September 11. We 
should have been ready, Anonymous declares. And we should have had 
a plan in place to respond (militarily) to the September 11 attacks 
immediately ð on that very same day, in fact. But we didnõt. Instead, we 

attacked insurgent bases in 
Afghanistan almost a month 
later, on October 7. As a 
result of this delay, al-Qaeda 
had ample time to disperse 
from their camps and caves, 
thus rendering the American 

attacks largely ineffectual. But thereõs more bad news. Anonymous 
states that òthe final cost of (Americaõs) 11 September unpreparedness 
will be clear only after al Qaedaõs next attack on the United Statesó (p. 
26). 
     Just as discouraging, Anonymous says that America performed the 
òeasy partó in our war against the Taliban and al Qaeda forces in 
Afghanistan ð hitting them hard from the air. But our undermanned and 
largely perfunctory move with land forces is going nowhere. We may 
indeed have possession of Kabul and a few other cities, but the 
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countryside remains very much under enemy control and al-Qaeda 
remains as viable as ever. 
 
Chapter 3: Al Qaeda is far from defeated 
     Anonymous believes that Americaõs post September 11 attacks 
merely dispersed al Qaeda ð without destroying it. He says that al-Qaeda is 
very much alive ð and well ð and working worldwide to achieve its two 
primary missions (as stated on page 63): 
1. To provide quality insurgent training for Muslims 
2. To build a worldwide cadre of Muslim fighters  
     As a result, Anonymous insists that America had better understand 
that al-Qaeda is truly a major military foe ð and not just a bunch of 
criminals or terrorists. In spite of all US efforts since September 11, 
Anonymous believes that the al-Qaeda threat continues to grow stronger 
every day, and he cites increased insurgent activity in hot spots like 
Lebanon and (now, since the US invasion that unseated Saddam 
Hussein) Iraq. He adds that al Qaeda has become extraordinarily adept 
at using the Internet to recruit ð and train ð new members in order to 
prepare them for war against the west (today, training doesnõt have to 
take place in special camps; the finer points of bomb-making and the 
like can be taught online). 
     In conclusion, Anonymous says that US victories against al-Qaeda 

since September 11 have 
looked good and sounded 
impressive in US 
newspapers. In fact, 
however, they have been 
strictly tactical -- they have 
neither slowed nor stopped 

al-Qaedaõs strategic advantage (p. 87). Meanwhile, bin-Ladenõs strategies 
continue to bleed the US economy and wreak havoc  worldwide. 
 
Chapters 4 and 5: A look at Osamaéand how Osama sees us.  
     In the west, Osama bin-Laden is seen as a madman who òwants to 
destroy a civilization he thinks is satanic.ó (p. 113). To Muslims around 
the world, however, he is a leader, a protector, an Islamic Robin Hood ð 
who is rapidly becoming a viable part of Muslim history. He considers 
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the west (America, especially) to be a civilization that has failed in all 
critical ways and offers nothing but the prospect of seducing the 
purist Muslim world with its profligate, evil ways. 
      In any case, according to Anonymous, bin-Laden is indeed a man 
of great foresight whose òbrilliance comes from keeping the hatred of 
al-Qaedaõs members focused on the United Statesó (p. 139). As 
Anonymous says, bin-Ladenõs goals are twofold: 

¶ To destroy the moderate or secular Muslim regimes and replace 
them with those of radical Islam. 

¶ To fight in order to repossess land once held by Muslims and now 
under the control of western elements (such as Israel, Iraq and 
Afghanistan). 

Anonymous predicts that under bin-Ladenõs guidance and leadership, 
al-Qaeda will soon launch attacks against America and the west that 
will make September 11 pale in comparison. Again, Anonymous cites 
bin-Laden himself. He (Anonymous) refers especially to bin-Ladenõs 
òinvitationó to the west to accept Islam ð and the westõs apparent 
rejection of this invitation. Specifically, bin-Laden made two appeals 
to America in October and November, 2002. òWe never punish until 
we have sent a messenger,ó bin-Laden warned when he implored 
Americans to embrace Islam (p. 153). What is this warning all about? 
Anonymous believes itõs all about bin-Laden clearing òthe decks in 
Islamic terms; he has warned and invited before attackingó (p. 153). 
According to Islamic custom, by refusing to accept Islam, and by 

resisting Islamõs mission, 
the west is in a state of 
rebellion against God and 
Godõs prophet, and 
hence may face grave 
consequences (NOTE: 
The point is this: the 
òinvitation,ó scorned by 

the west, is thus òlicenseó for Muslims to engage in wholesale 
bloodletting. It creates a rationale in which Muslims ð including their 
clerics ð can bring on major warfare and extraordinary loss of life ð 
without suffering any divine repercussions from Allah). 
     In conclusion, according to Anonymous, bin-Laden has repeatedly 
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warned America to change its ways or else there will be a lot more hell 
to pay. Anonymous clearly sees òthe United States in a war to the death 
with an enemy who has warned usó (p. 160).  
 
Chapter 6: American hubris 
     If, as Anonymous says, the US is indeed in a war against al-Qaeda 
and radical Islam, the question remains as to whether or not America is 
really fighting like weõre at war. For Anonymous, the answer is a 
decided NO ð and the results of Americaõs lack of appropriate action 
will spell catastrophe for the west. 
     For Anonymous, it all comes down to the hubris (arrogance) of 
America. He defines this as our propensity to òAmericanizeó the world, 
to see the whole world in ways that make sense to US ð from our 
uniquely American point of view. Any other point of view is simply a 
matter of having to be educated òproperly.ó In other words, because of 
our national hubris, we believe that the Islamic world will come to 
understand ð and benefit ð from acceptance of our intelligence, our 
culture and our values. As a result, for many in America today, the 
òtroublesó we have with the Muslim world are just a matter of 
miscommunication ð if we can help to make them more òlike us,ó (to 
Americanize them) then the differences between us will disappear. 
     Anonymous insists that this hubris is a recipe for real disaster, largely 
because it lulls us into minimizing the genuine danger that we currently 

face. He believes that we 
are not taking al-Qaeda 
seriously enough (even 
after the unspeakable 
tragedies of September 11) 
and we will be defeated as a 
result. He makes no bones 

about it; the United States is locked in a major war against radical Islam. 
Itõs nothing less than a fight to the death between the west (led by 
America) and the Muslim world. And this war must be fought as one ð 
or else the result will be destruction of our western society. 
     Given that prediction, the prognosis for America is bleak. 
Anonymous believes that we have lost our national will to fight, citing 
actions in Haiti, Somalia, the Balkans, Iraq (in 1991) and Afghanistan as 
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evidence of our disinclination to wage real war -- with an all-out goal to 
win. Instead of understanding the real objectives of war, to deal a death 
blow to the enemy, to make them suffer and long for peace, we achieve 
superficial òvictories,ó caring only, it seems, to avoid loss of life on all 
sides. òAs the strategistsõ clocks tick out, we declare victory and bring 
the boys homeó (p. 171). 
      Anonymous says that the US military, like the government, is driven 
by risk aversion, and rather than actually solving any problems, we pull 
our troops from areas of conflict without vanquishing the enemy, 
enabling us to bask in an òillusion of invulnerabilityó (p. 181) while 
leaving our opponents intact and ready to resume their hostile actions. 
     Those Americans who act from a sense of hubris believe that our 
country is truly invulnerable ð that a few Arabs in caves canõt possibly 
pose a real threat. They also insist that bin-Laden is no different from 
any other òterrorist thugó whom we have faced ð and vanquished ð in 
the past. Anonymous disagrees. He claims that bin-Laden is a mortal 
threat who will stop at nothing to defeat us, and who has the 
resourcefulness, the manpower, the resilience and the popularity to 
pose a true lethal danger. 
     Anonymous goes to great pains to distinguish bin-Laden from 
terrorists. He argues that al-Qaeda and other radical Islamic groups are 
insurgents, not terrorists. The difference between the two is significant: 

Terrorism, according to 
Anonymous, is a lethal 
nuisance that is often 
fought with law 
enforcement. Insurgency, 
in contrast, is a genuine 
national security threat that 

calls for nothing less than full-scale war. Such a war lasts longer, costs a 
lot more money, leads to major loss of life and is relentlessly brutal. But, 
he says, it is necessary right now. 
     In conclusion, those infected with hubris believe that the enemy can 
be quelled in relatively painless fashion ð via a quick transformation of 
Muslim beliefs into western-style values and standards. These folks are 
leading us down the road to disaster. Because there are staggering 
differences between contemporary American and Muslim societies, and 


